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 trial and the silencing of Convocation showed how closely
the Church was related to politics: it became immersed in
secular business and controlled by secular interests. It was
dominated by reason, and was opposed to outbreaks of
religious zeal or " enthusiasm ": it wished for peace even
at the expense of fervour. The religious interest of Anne
was followed by the indifference of the first two Georges:
and though Parliament had granted £350,000 for the building
of churches in London in 1711, only twelve were completed.
Pluralities and non-residence were almost accepted evils.
Hoadly, though Bishop of Bangor for six years, never visited
his diocese: Bishop Butler of Bristol, one of the more zealous
prelates, had a living in the north of England: Wilcocks
was both Bishop of Rochester and Dean of Westminster.
Hannah More found that the Vicar of Cheddar lived at
Oxford, his curate lived at Wells, and none of the thirteen
adjacent parishes had a resident clergyman: in fact, the
only resident clergyman in the district was the Vicar of
Axbridge, and " he is intoxicated about six times a week/'1
In 1803 an Act was passed to allow the bishops to sanction
the non-residence of their clergy, and in 1812, of 10,000
incumbents nearly 6,000 were non-resident.2 The duties
of the parish were very frequently neglected. The clergy
were poor, and many of them became the subservient
dependents of local landowners; their standard of morality
was therefore often low. The Church had a narrow outlook:
it neglected not only the needs of the poorer classes at home,
but also those of the colonies. Not until 1784 was any
bishop appointed to officiate outside Britain; and the
problems created by the Wesleyan movement were never
faced until the retention of the Methodists within the Church
had become impossible.
In several ways Edmund Gibson, Bishop of London, was
typical of the best eighteenth-century prelates. Born of
humble parents in 1669, he was educated at Queen's College,
Oxford, became chaplain to Archbishop Tenison and the
proteg<£ of the Bishop of Lincoln. He became Bishop of
1	Balleine, Hist, of Evangelical Party, p. 154.
2	J. B. and L. Hammond, Village Labourer, p. 221.

